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Project Manager Mike Kasbekar 
shows Governor Christie Whitman 
(right) and Commissioner John J. 
Haley Jr. (left) plans for the Route 
49 bridge over the Salem River. 
Also pictured are Jim Crawford, 
South Jersey Transportation 
Authority Chair (far left) and 
Events Manager Richard Melini (far 
right). 


O na recent inspection of the Route 49 
bridge on the Salem/Pennsville border, Governor 
’ Christie Whitman and Commissioner 
New Ro ute 49 John J. Haley Jr. witnessed first hand 
how the communities 
b ' d b fi would benefit from the 
rl g = e Nn = its a rea replacement of the 
steel drawbridge and 
the restoration of a left turn lane on Route 49. 

The bridge is the main evacuation route for 
the area. “As part of this bridge replacement pro- 
ject, the Department will restore a left turn slot 
which will allow trucks to access Griffith Street,” 
said Commissioner Haley. Several years ago, the 

, Department 
eliminated 
this turn to 
correct an 
accident prob- 
lem and the 
trucks had to 
travel through 
an historic 
district. This 
triggered 
many com- 

7 | plaints from 
_ | the residents 

| who were 
concerned. 
about detri- 

| mental effects 
that the 

rerouted truck 
traffic could have on their community.” 

To eliminate the poor alignment condition at 
the southeast portion of Route 49, NJDOT will 
construct the new bridge on an adjacent down- 
stream alignment. Salem City is currently develop- 
ing its port facilities and recognizes that there is 
growth potential east of Route 49 that would 
require marine access. 

“Everything is in the design stage right now. 


See story on Cape May 
Lighthouse restoration on Page 2. 


NJDOT will replace the drawbridge with a fixed 
span bridge that we can later convert to a movable 
bridge if needed,” said Project Manager Mike 
Kasbekar. Other plans for the bridge include a 
wider road with two 12-foot lanes, a 10-foot shoul- 
der and a 14-foot turning lane for Griffith Street. 
The road will be bicycle compatible. The project 
should be completed by 2002.” 

Summing up the benefits of replacing the 
bridge, Governor Whitman said, “The bridge is 
one of many to benefit from the 12-year $30 bil- 
lion New Jersey FIRST program.” Citing the 1927 
vintage Route 49 bridge as an example of neglect, 
Whitman said that “on a scale of 1 to 100 (with 
100 as perfect) this bridge is a 15.” 


New web site helps commuters 


The Department’s latest web site, njcom- 
muter.com, promises not only to give users easy 
access to alternate ways to get to work, but also 
useful information on road construction, park n’ 
ride lots, biking and safety. 

The site also includes web pages on bike trail 

locations, 


Jcomm vi 


and 
events; 
commuter calculator to figure out your savings. 


rideshar- 
ing park 
n’ ride lot 


The Smart Moves for Business site offers employ- 
ees ways to commute more efficiently; maps and 
weather reports to find an alternate route; train and 
bus schedules with times, route and up-to-the- 
minute changes; and commuter organizations that 
are local contacts for information. 

It’s so easy to use. For example, if you need a 
rideshare application, just click on the “Rideshare” 
button, click for the application, fill it out and 
click again to send it to the local TMA, who will 
match you up with a commuting partner. 

Links to the site include the home pages 
of NJDOT and Motor Vehicle Services for infor- 
mation about transportation issues, vehicle inspec- 
tion, registration and driver licenses. 
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Communications: Kathy Callahan walks for a cure 


Most folks think of medical or 
spiritual ways to find a cure for a life 
threatening disease. Kathy Callahan of 
Communications prefers to race walk in 
fundraising marathons in places such as 
California and Ireland. 

In June Callahan represented Bethany 


Rock n’ Roll Marathon in San Diego, CA. 


Kathy Callahan surges toward the finish line after race walking 26.2 miles in the Suzuki 


Johnson, a five-year-old leukemia patient, 
in the new 26.2-mile Suzuki Rock n’ Roll 
Marathon in San Diego, CA. One of 
6,000 Leukemia TEAM In Training par- 
ticipants from 50 states and one of 19,000 
total participants representing the 
Leukemia Society and other charities, 


Three partners restore lighthouse 


Visitors to New Jersey’s southern- 
most point can see another historic attrac- 
tion this year, the Cape May Lighthouse, 
thanks to a three-way partnership among 
NJDOT, New Jersey Historic Trust and 
Mid-Atlantic Center for the Arts. 

Owned by the state and operated as a 
working beacon by the Coast Guard, the 
Cape May Lighthouse and its 157-foot 
tower recently reopened after a $1 million 
historically accurate restoration program. 
NJDOT and the NJ Historic Trust funded 
the project and the Center monitored this 
vintage structure’s restoration. The Center 
also leases the historic site, runs a visitor 
orientation area, gives tours of the tower 
and offers a unique maritime museum gift 
shop to the public. 

Originally built in 1823, the light- 
house was replaced in 1847 and again in 
1859. Principal Engineer Steve Moy and 
District Engineer Jim Snyder of DOT’s 
South Region were assigned to the project 
that began in 1987 and ended in March 
1998. 

“We restored the grounds and did 
some archaeological digs where we found 


buried sidewalks dating back to 1859, ” 
Moy said. 

Some highlights of the restoration are 
a refurbished vestibule house leading into 
the tower; a repointed (removed and 
replaced) and painted stone tower base; a 
newly painted 199-step spiral staircase; 
repointed brick work throughout the 
tower; a refurbished watch room with 
restored wood flooring and wainscoting 
and a repainted central lens pedestal at 
the top of the lighthouse; restored tin ceil- 
ing panels; and a reworked security grille 
around the outside watch gallery. 

Program Operations Team Leader 
Robin Schroeder administered the 
Intermodal Surface Transportation 
Efficiency Act (ISTEA) Transportation 
Enhancement Program funding for the 
Cape May Lighthouse project for about 
40 percent of the restoration. A unique 
feature of ISTEA is that the program 
allows for beautification of scenic or his- 
toric sites and the enhancement of aes- 
thetic and cultural qualities of the trans- 
portation system. 


Callahan’s efforts helped set the $15M 
one-day record for a sports event. 

When the Executive Secretarial 
Assistant joined the TEAM five years 
ago, she had no idea that her feet would 
walk a thousand miles in different parts of 
the globe. Known as a “patient ambas- 
sador” Callahan annually represents a 
patient that the Leukemia Society chooses 
when she race walks in a designated 
marathon. She’s participated with the 
TEAM in Bermuda and Washington D.C. 
marathons. Next year they will head to 
Dublin, Ireland. ! 

It’s not so easy, though. For four 
months before the marathon, Callahan 
must solicit “cents per mile” financial 
supporters through letters, phone calls and 
in-person conversations. Simultaneously, 
she has to go into serious marathon train- 
ing. This year Callahan walked 300 miles 
while training. . 

The Leukemia Society provides the 
trainers for TEAM members. NJ resident 
and special trainer Jeff Salvage (who 
walks an eight-minute mile) worked with 
Callahan and other TEAM members on 
race walk techniques that incorporate hip; 
leg and arm movements. By the 
time the TEAM boards the plane at 
Philadelphia International, they’re ready 
for the challenge. 

With sports a second nature, Callahan 
teaches aerobics in the evenings. 
Although she’s race walked for five 
years, Callahan’s been involved with 
group exercise for 10 years. Before that, 
her now-grown daughters Erin and 
Meaghan kept her in perpetual motion. 


Governor Christine Todd Whitman 
Commissioner John J. Haley Jr. 
The Transporter is published for 
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Nuptials 
Secretary II Sharon Loftin of 
Structural Engineering and Duncan 
William Harrison married in the - 
Princeton University Chapel on July 18. 


Birth 

The Vaughn-Glasper’s — Mom 
Keisha, Dad Louis and big sister 
Alexandria welcomed 8 Ib. 9 oz. Chase 
Donovan on May 21. Mom works in the 
Bureau of Contract Administration 
Services. 

July 7 was a special day for Sr. 
Engineer Michael Carr of Quality 
Management Services and his wife Karen 
when Sean Michael arrived on the scene 
weighing in at 8 lbs. 5 oz. 


Retirees 

Sr. Field Representative Horace 
Tryon of Construction Contract 
Compliance, Office of 


Affirmative Action, will retire on 
September 1. Reflecting on his 41 years, 
he said: “My best memory of working at 
NJDOT is being with a lot of grand peo- 
ple. It’s daily living with fellow employ- 
ees that makes it so great.” 

Tryon began his career in 1957 as 
Sr. Clerk, then as Photographer in the 
Public Relations Unit. Working his way 
up, the dedicated employee also held 
Engineering Laboratory Aid and 
Highway Inspector titles before moving 
into his current position. 

Plans for the future include pursuing 
a part-time career in photography and 
maintaining his residence and grounds in 
Ewing with his wife Virginia. 

Also making plans for the future are 
August retirees William Bathgate, North 
Region Construction and Maintenance 
Tech 3, 37 years; South Region’s 
Highway Maintenance Crew Supervisor 
Thomas V. Wood, 36 years; DMV 


© Blue ribbons 
Quick actions save a life 


Quick responses between an NJDOT 
radio dispatcher and a construction tech- 
nician to an emergency situation helped 
save a life. When Emergency Services 
Dispatcher Wanda Carty received a call 
on July 15 at 7 p.m. from Construction 
and Maintenance Technician 3 Jack 
Stemkowski of Maintenance and 
Operations North, she knew something 
was terribly wrong. 

Stemkowski stopped to help a 
motorist who was pulled to the side of 
the roadway while driving to work on 
I-80, and noticed she was slumped over 
the wheel of the car. She had trouble 
breathing and was trying to use an 
inhaler. 

Stemkowski called Carty, who 
quickly dispatched an ambulance. As the 
emergency squad removed the woman 


from the car, she collapsed. They trans- 
ported her to St. Claire’s Hospital in 
Denville for treatment. Stemkowski 
assessed the situation this way: “Tl 
always stop and try to help a motorist. 
In this case, I’m really glad I did.” 


Professionalism 
gets boost 

Property Maintenance Inspector 
Charles Cannariato of Saddle Brook 
praised Principal Engineer Madaline 
Green and Senior Engineer Atif Saleh 
for the professional manner in which 
they handled the problem of the Sixth 
Street Pedestrian Bridge over Route 46. 
Thanks to their efforts, the bridge with a 
‘very poor’ rating was placed on the 
NJDOT work schedule as top priority for 
the 1999 fiscal federal painting program. 


‘The Late Guy’ finishes first 


The New Jersey Ad Club recognized 
NJDOT’s HOV lane radio spot as the best 
and most effective advertising in the state 
for the year. “The Late-Guy” is a 30-sec- 
ond infomercial about an employee who . 
was always late until he started to carpool 
in the HOV lanes. 


Created by the Lunar Group as one 
part of the Department’s campaign to 
encourage use of the HOV lanes on I-80 
and I-287, the spot received a Certificate 
of Merit. Krista Rupertus is DOT’s 
Communications Marketing Manager. 


License, Registration and Inspection 
Supervisor 2 John Crovo, 35 years; 
North Region’s Construction and 
Maintenance Tech 2 Ralph Lutz, 35 
years; South Region’s Principal Engineer 
Eugene G. Smith, 35 years; North 


. Region’s Engineering Technician 2 


Robert Meola, 34 years; Central 
Region’s Assistant Crew Supervisor John 
Rogalski of Highway Maintenance, 34 
years; Regional Operations’ Automotive 
Mechanic James Lewis, 31 years; DMV 
Assistant Chief Security Officer Dominic 
S. Migliaccio, 27 years; and Central 
Region’s Stephen Yanonis, Landscape 
Technician, 11 years. 


Obituaries 

Retired MVS employee Thomas 
Varga died June 21 in Trenton. Survivors 
include his brother Andrew, nieces and 
nephews. 

Retired MVS procedure analyst 
Clarence VanPelt Jr. died July 5 in 
Felton, DE. The Marine Corps veteran of 
the Korean War is survived by his wife 
Viola, sons Clarence, James, Michael 
VanPelt and Dennis, Thomas, James and 
Edward McNulty, daughters Patricia, 
Kathleen Burr, Eileen Wright, Susan 
Trammel, Cindy Anderson, Debbie 
Conover, Sharon Darling, Michele 
Barone, Patricia Manning and Belinda 
Pazdan and many grandchildren. 

John L. Haller, P.E. died July 31 in 
Hamilton Square. Retired in 1991, Haller 
is survived by his son John A., daughters 
Lisa Ann and Gina Marie Allen, several 
grandchildren, nieces and nephews. 


Mark your calendar 


*Blood Donors: September 4: 
NJDOT employees will have an opportu- 
nity to donate blood from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. in Headquarters multipurpose 
room.When you donate blood, you auto- 
matically become a member of the DOT 
Blood Bank. For more information, call 
Jerie Parker in Human Resources at 
(609) 530-6396. 

*Bowlers: September 14: The 
NJDOT Mixed Bowling League will 
kickoff the 1998-1999 season at 6:15 
p.m. at Curtis Lanes, Scotch Road, 
Ewing. If you’re interested in bowling in 
the League from September through 
March, call Tom Wospil at (609) 530- 
5322 for information about membership. 
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wid eA S lab BAU Hla for historic designation 


Bureau of Materials employees Arnold Applebaum, Tom Bushar, Martin Clark, 
Quinton Davis, Philip Marchetti, Chuck Monroe and James Ryan exit the now- 
closed State Highway Department Laboratory (Building 18) where they for- 
merly worked. The inset shows the building as it looked in 1935. 


The Department’s laboratory building has been deemed eli- 
gible for inclusion in the New Jersey and National Registers of 
Historic Places, according to Deputy State Historic Preservation 
Officer Dorothy P. Guzzo. 

Guzzo called the building “significant for its contribution to 


the development of the modern highway system of the State of 
New Jersey and its contribution to the development of construc- 
tion and materials technologies responsible for constructing and 
maintaining a modern highway system.” 

“Building 18 is the only currently identified building associ- 
ated with the New Jersey State Highway Department and the 
Department’s nationally recognized program of innovative high- 
way engineering and construction,” she said. 

It’s hard to imagine today that in 1935, the year NJDOT 
dedicated the laboratory building, testing for uniform and high 
quality road materials was done at the Department of 
Conservation and Development, Division of Geology. From 
1935 to Spring 1997, the laboratory was the site of continuous 
testing and research of road materials such as coarse and fine 
aggregates, asphalt and concrete mixes and steel re-bar. 

The lab also tested for paint, epoxy, geotextile fabrics and 
the potential use of recycled materials in roadway mixes. One of 
the best known innovations developed and tested in the labora- 
tory was the concrete barrier curb. 

The downside to the preservation of the lab as an historic 
building is that it’s in poor condition, is vacant and is slated for 
demolition. The Historic Preservation Office has requested that 
preservation of the building get all possible consideration. 

“This building in Fernwood is a source of pride for NJDOT 
and for the Materials Unit,” said Brian Mulcahy of Project 
Support and Engineering, who initiated the application for his- 
toric designation. 

“Tt would seem appropriate to identify funding to restore it. 
The building has been suggested for a transportation museum or 
for storage and display of the many archeological artifacts 
unearthed during our investigations, ” he said. 


